Chronic B-cell lymphocytosis.
Persistent elevation of lymphocyte counts is usually associated with a malignant monoclonal lymphoproliferative disease. Over the last 8 years, amongst patients investigated in our center for undetermined persistent lymphocytosis, a diagnosis of malignant lymphoproliferation was excluded in 6 cases as studies of surface membrane immunoglobulin light chains showed that they presented a polyclonal expansion of their B-lymphocyte pool. All patients were young-to-middle aged women presenting peculiar immunohematologic findings characterized by 1) persistent (2-7 yr) elevation of lymphocyte counts (4-14 x 10(9)/l), 2) presence of characteristic binucleated B cells on peripheral blood smears, 3) a normal bone marrow histology, 4) a polyclonal increase of serum IgM with low-to-normal IgG and IgA levels. Histologic examination of the spleen in 2 patients and lymph nodes in 1 showed a benign follicular lymphoid hyperplasia. The evolution was benign in every case. We suggest that chronic polyclonal B-cell lymphocytosis is a distinct clinicopathologic entity that should not be confused with malignant lymphoproliferative disorders.